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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GABORONE 2243 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, BC 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT KHAMA RETURNS TO BOTSWANA 

REF: GABORONE 2233 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . PRESIDENT KHAMA RETURNED TO GABORONE MORNING OF DEC. 7, 
FOLLOWING HIS MOST RECENT HOSPITALIZATION IN JOHANNESBURG. AS 
REPORTED IN REFTEL, HE UNDERWENT A SECOND OPERATION TO ADJUST THE 
STANBY PACEMAKER 

WHICH HAD BEEN IMPLANTED LAST MONTH. 

2. WE DO NOT HAVE FUTHER INFORMATION ON THE STATE OF HIS HEALTH. 

IT MAY BE SIGNIFICANT. HOWEVER, THAT THIS TIME HIS RETURN WAS NOT 
A PUBLIC OCCASION; AND IN RESPONSE TO DCM'S QUERIES CONCERNING A 
DATE FOR THE AMBASSADOR S PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIAL S MIN 
EXTAFF SECRETARY MPOTOKWANE INDICATED IT PROBABLY COULD NOT 
BE DONE THIS WEEK. ALTHOUGH EMPHASIZING THAT HE HAD NOT YET 
SEEN THE PRESIDENT AND THEREFORE COULD NOT JUDGE THE STATE OF 
HIS HEALTH, MPOTOKWANE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT KHAMA WOULD 
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NOT HAVE TO UNDERGO ANY MORE SURGERY AND THAT HE WOULD NOW 
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HAVE SUFFICIENT TIME TO RECUPERATE FULLY. 

3. WHETHER IUSTIFIED OR NOT. THERE HAS BEEN SOME PARLIAMENTARY 
DEBATE ON THE STATE OF THE PRESIDENT'S HEALTH, WITH A CONSENSUS 
EMERGING THAT APPEARS TO FAVOR HIS ASSUMING A DECREASED WORK 
SCHEDULE, AT LEAST FOR THE TIME BEING. 

NORLAND 
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